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Ontario's  Prosperity  and  the  Great  Lal^es 


The  Great  Lakes  are  essential  to  the  well-being  of  Ontario  families.  They  provide  drinking  water  for 
more  than  80  per  cent  of  Ontarians,  moderate  our  climate  and  move  our  goods.  The  Great  Lakes 
waters  keep  the  lights  on  by  helping  to  generate  more  than  80  per  cent  of  our  electricity. 

The  Great  Lakes,  together  with  the  surrounding  lands  and  waterways,  are  natural  assets  that  are 
unique  to  the  planet.  This  vast  resource  has  led  to  the  development  of  a  dynamic  and  changing 
economic  region  that  spans  two  countries.  The  Great  Lakes  Basin  is  home  to  more  than  98  per  cent 
of  Ontarians. 

By  keeping  our  lakes  clean  and  healthy,  we  can  continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits  and  prosperity  they 
bring. 


Ontario's  Great  Lakes  basin  contains  40  per  cent  of  the  country's  economic  activity.  Our  businesses 
rely  on  clean,  abundant  Great  Lakes  water.  Manufacturing  operations  such  as  steel  and  cement, 
fisheries,  tourism  and  recreation,  aggregates  and  mining,  all  depend  on  water  from  the  Great  Lakes 
and  their  tributaries. 


In  Ontario,  one-third  of  the  land  in  the  Great  Lakes  Basin  supports  a  thriving  agriculture  and  food 
industry.  Ontario's  agriculture  and  food  industry  accounts  for  23  per  cent  of  Canada's  farm  cash 
receipts.  This  industry  produces  many  products  including  grains  and  oilseeds,  meats,  dairy,  fruits, 
vegetables,  and  beverages.  It  also  produces  innovative  chemicals,  materials,  and  fuels  based  on 
renewable  plant  materials  that  replace  petroleum  products.  The  agri-food  industry  contributes  $33 
billion  a  year  to  Ontario's  gross  domestic  product.  It  provides  jobs  for  700,000  people. 

Food  and  beverage  processing  is  the  second  largest  manufacturing  employer  in  Ontario  after  auto 
manufacturing.  The  Greater  Toronto  Area  is  one  of  the  top  three  food  processing  clusters  in  North 
America.  There  are  at  least  3,000  food  processing  firms  in  the  province,  generating  close  to  100,000 
jobs  and  contributing  $10  billion  to  Ontario's  gross  domestic  product. 


Shipping  on  the  Great  Lakes  generates  wealth,  creates  employment,  and  supports  other  industries 
with  raw  materials  and  products  shipped  to  and  from  markets  throughout  Ontario,  Canada  and 
internationally.  Shipping  is  essential  to  heavy  industries  located  on  Ontario  waterways.  These 
industries  in  turn  feed  the  province's  manufacturing  base  and  broader  economy. 

The  shipping  industry  itself  contributes  $200  million  in  provincial  gross  domestic  product  annually,  but 
it  generates  more  wealth  and  employment  by  supporting  other  industrial  activities  in  Ontario. 

The  amount  of  cargo  that  is  shipped  through  the  Great  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  varies  each 
year.  In  2007,  43  million  metric  tonnes  of  cargo  (mostly  grain,  iron  ore,  coal,  steel  and  other  bulk 
commodities)  with  a  value  over  $7  billion  moved  through  the  seaway. 
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Hydroelectric  power  is  a  renewable  resource  that  has  fuelled  Ontario's  economic  growth  since  the 
beginning  of  the  twentieth  century. 

More  than  65  hydroelectric  stations  on  24  rivers,  many  of  which  feed  into  the  Great  Lakes,  provide 
almost  2  million  kilowatts  of  electricity  from  a  number  of  Ontario-based  power  plants. 

Tourism 

Water  is  at  the  very  heart  of  Ontario's  tourism  industry  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  shores  of  Lake 
Superior.  Great  Lakes  beaches,  wetlands,  marinas,  and  waterfronts  attract  residents  and  tourists 
from  around  the  world  who  enjoy  swimming,  fishing,  boating,  hiking,  bird  watching,  camping, 
picnicking,  spending  time  at  a  cottage,  and  simply  admiring  the  scenery. 

in  2010,  Ontario  had  more  than  73  million  tourist  visits  in  the  Great  Lakes  region,  injecting  $12.3 
billion  into  our  economy. 

Fishing 

Fishing  is  part  of  Ontario's  Great  Lakes  heritage  and  culture.  The  commercial  fishery  contributes 
$234  million  to  the  province's  economy  every  year. 

Recreation  fishing  has  an  even  greater  economic  impact.  Lake  Superior  yields  trophy-size  brook 
trout.  Georgian  Bay  on  Lake  Huron  and  Long  Point  Bay  on  Lake  Erie  offer  superb  bass  fishing.  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Bay  of  Ouinte  on  Lake  Ontario  produce  big  walleye.  Lakes  Huron  and  Ontario  offer 
spectacular  trophy  salmon  fishing. 

More  than  one  million  people  a  year  go  fishing  in  Ontario.  More  than  30  per  cent  of  those  people  are 
fishing  on  the  Great  Lakes  and  its  tributaries.  Recreational  fishers  in  the  Great  Lakes  contribute  more 
than  $600  million  dollars  to  Ontario's  economy  each  year. 
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